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Pick a Story Performance 
 

Twanda’s Theatre on Wheels  Grades: EC-1 

 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE 
  
Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears is a tale about a mosquito, an iguana, and a yam. Boys and girls will 
investigate, identify, compare, and create movements like animals in the jungle. 
 
Miss T Celebrates Dr. Seuss Day follows the main character that we all want to see - the great Sam I am, the guy 
who does not like green eggs and ham. Celebrate this story with lots of props and puppets. Participants join in 
pantomiming, singing, and performing creative movement.  
 
The Story of Little Bear's Terrible Unbearable Beary Bad Day is a story that explores feelings and emotions. Little 
Bear woke up in a beary bad mood and was having a terrible day until he met a friend who reminded him of the 
importance of being kind and compassionate. 
 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

 
 

Theatre Lang. 
Arts 

Math Social 
Studies 

The Students Will: 
*Demonstrate good audience etiquette. 
*Practice positive speaking and listening skills. 
*Demonstrate reading comprehension skills. 
*Engage in original writing. 
*Practice problem solving. 
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Academic Vocabulary: Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears  
Mosquito * A slender long-legged fly. The bite of the bloodsucking female can transmit a number of 

serious diseases 
 

Iguana * A large, arboreal, tropical American lizard with a spiny crest along the back and greenish 
coloration, occasionally kept as a pet. 
 

Yam * The edible starchy tuber of a climbing plant that is widely grown in tropical and subtropical 
countries. 
 

Python * A large heavy-bodied nonvenomous snake occurring throughout the Old World tropics, 
killing prey by constriction and asphyxiation. 
 

Rabbit * A burrowing, gregarious (social), plant-eating mammal with long ears, long hind legs, and a 
short tail. 
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Crow * A large bird with mostly glossy black plumage, a heavy bill, and a raucous voice. 
 

Monkey * A small to medium-sized primate that typically has a long tail, most kinds of which live in 
trees in tropical countries. 
 

Owl * A nocturnal bird of prey with large forward-facing eyes surrounded by facial disks, a 
hooked beak, and typically a loud call. 
 

Owlet * A baby owl. 
 

Lion * A large tawny-colored cat that lives in prides, found in Africa and northwestern India. The 
male has a flowing shaggy mane and takes little part in hunting, which is done cooperatively 
by the females. 
 

Antelope * a swift-running deer-like ruminant with smooth hair and upward-pointing horns, of a 
group native to Africa and Asia that includes the gazelles, impala, gnus, and elands. 
 

 
Academic Vocabulary: Miss T Celebrates Dr. Seuss Day  
Green *  The color that is a mix of blue and yellow; colored like grass or emeralds. 

 
Eggs * A breakfast food, laid by a chicken, that can be scrambled, cooked over easy, boiled or 

served in other ways. 
 

Ham * Meat from the upper part of a pig's leg salted and dried or smoked. 
 

 
Academic Vocabulary: The Story of Little Bear's Terrible Unbearable Beary Bad Day  
Emotions *  Human feelings of happiness, sadness, fear, disgust, anger and surprise. 

 
Kindness * The quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate. 

 
Compassion * Sympathetic pity and concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others. 

 
 

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• What is a mosquito?   
• What jungle animals do you know? 
• Play the game of “Gossip.” Have students make a long line. Tell the first student a sentence. The first 

student must whisper it to the second student and so on. At the end, compare the beginning and ending 
messages. 
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After the performance: 
• What did you learn about today? 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part of the presentation. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Read more stories from Africa, such as Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain by Verna Aardema.  
• Make up a story about one of the animals in the book. 
• Write a chant about gossip or practice the one below: 

 

Buzz, buzz, 
The mosquito goes. 

What he says, 
Nobody knows! 

 
 
 
 
Math:  
 

• Write an original math problem, using ideas from the performance.  
• Estimate how many animals are on a page in the book, and then count them. 

 
 
 
 
 
Social Studies: 
 

• On a map, find Africa. 
• Find out more about African cultures.  

 
 
 
 
 
Science:  
 

• Research more facts about one or more animals in the book.  
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Resources: 
 
https://africa.mrdonn.org/fables.html 

 
Miss T Celebrates Dr. Seuss Day 

 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• What do you like to eat for breakfast? 
• Do you ever eat eggs? Do you ever eat ham? 

 
After the performance: 

• What did you learn from the presentation? 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Read more books by Dr. Seuss, such as The Cat in the Hat or One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish. 
• Write and draw what you like to eat for breakfast.  
• Make a list of words that rhyme with “ham,” and then make tongue twisters or silly sentences. Ideas: 

am, bam, cram, clam, jam, lamb, Pam, ram, Sam, slam, scram, spam, wham, yam, etc.  
 

 
 
 
Math:  
 

• Write an original math problem, using ideas from the performance.  
• Estimate, then research how much a breakfast of eggs and ham costs. 

 
 
 
 
 
Social Studies: 
 

• With the help of parents, ask people to email a picture of what they eat for breakfast. 
• Put together in a class book.  
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Science:  
 

• Investigate the different shapes eggs become when they are 
cooked different ways.   

 
 

 
 
Resources: 
 
http://themes.atozteacherstuff.com/488/dr-seuss-activities-lesson-plans-printables-ideas-units/ 
 

 
The Story of Little Bear's Terrible Unbearable Beary Bad Day 

 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• How do you feel today? Make a face to show us. 
• What do you do when you have a bad day?  

 
After the performance: 

• What did you learn about from this presentation. 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Read more stories about feelings, such as Today I Feel Silly by Jamie Lee Curtis or about bears, such as 
Moon Dance by Frank Asch.  

• Make up a story about a bear. 
• Make as many little words possible from “bear” (little children) or “unbearable” (older children.) Use 

them in a story or poem. Ideas: bear, be, are, ear, bare, etc. Ideas: unbearable, bearable, blare, bean, 
bale, rebel, etc.  
 

 
 
 
Math:  
 

• Write an original math problem, using ideas from the performance.  
• Estimate, then count the bears below:  
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• Estimate and count other things. 
 
 
 
Social Studies: 
 

• Draw pictures of positive things to do when you feel bad. Ideas: dance, sing, run, shout, hit a pillow, play 
with a pet, count to 10, etc.   
 

 
 
 
 
Science:  
 

• Find out more about different kinds of bears. 
• Is a koala a bear? Is a panda?  

 
 
 
 
Resources: 
https://houstonpbs.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=feelings&&page=1 
 
  
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Twanda Smith was born and raised in Houston, Texas and has lived there for her entire life. She graduated from 
Texas College where she received a BS in Elementary Education with a minor in English and certified kindergarten 
endorsement. She also gained credit hours towards her masters in Reading and Literacy at Texas Southern 
University. Twanda earned a certificate in Montessori and is a certified Gifted and Talented teacher. After 16 years 
of teaching in a traditional classroom setting, Twanda taught Creative Drama and specialized her craft for the last 
18 years by researching and studying how to use theatre effectively in the classroom. She is now a retired educator 
of 34 years and is dedicated to building character in kids through her company, Twanda's Theatre on Wheels. Her 
creative storytelling promotes the use of imagination, which encourages children to be kind to others, truthful, and 
to always persevere. 
 


